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Bundesrath and Reichstag, which are thus enabled to
disregard local opinion entirely if they please.1

The Statthalter is appointed and removed at pleasure
by the Emperor, to whom he is directly subordinate.
He is, in fact, the minister for Alsace-Lorraine, and
as such he countersigns the acts of the crown. He
governs by means of a cabinet, composed of a secretary
of state and four heads of departments; and, in accord-
ance with the French traditions, he is assisted by a
council of state with merely advisory powers.

The Landesausschuss, which must be summoned
every year, is composed of fifty-eight members, of
whom thirty-four are chosen by the elected provincial
councils of Upper Alsace, Lower Alsace, and Lorraine;
four by the municipal councils of each of the four
largest cities; and the remaining twenty by electors
chosen by the councils of the rural communes. Con-
trary to the usual sensible practice in Europe, the
members must be residents of the districts they repre-
sent, and those who are chosen directly must also be
members of the council by which they are elected. The
deputies are chosen for three years, but they are not
all elected at the same time except when the body is
dissolved by the Emperor.

In the local matters the old French system has been
in the main preserved, all the executive officials being
appointed by the government, and the local councils

1 Any change in the fundamental laws or the statutes passed by the
Reichstag must he made in this way; when any other laws are so made
they require the sanction of the Emperor, as a part of the ordinary legis-
lation of the province.